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Sarah Chen is an investor, entrepreneur &
executive. Named Young Global Leader by the
World Economic Forum, Sarah’'s career spans
across venture capital (VC) and innovation, in
Asia and the US. She is Co-Founder of The
Billion Dollar Fund for Women, a global
consortium of venture funds that have now
pledged to invest and are actively deploying
beyond $1 billion towards women-founded
companies, to begin to address the venture
investment gap where women founders receive
less than 3% of total VC funding.

Going Beyond The Billion, her mission is now to
catalyze capital deployed to these venture
funds, ensuring their continued capacity to
invest by mobilizing limited partner investors -
from institutions to family offices. Previously,
she pioneered a corporate venture capital unit
within $13Bn publicly traded Asian
conglomerate, Sime Darby, investing in
later-stage biotechnology companies. Since
then, she has been at the forefront of
multi-million Cross border investments,
structuring and executing commercialization
plans for her portfolio companies.

Named Forbes 30 Under 30, she is a recognized
speaker and adviser on VC/innovation and
women in leadership, having been featured
among others on Der Spiegel, the Wall Street
Journal, and at the United Nations.

Driven by a mission to fuel women's power and
influence, she currently sits on multiple boards
including 131 & counting, a bipartisan effort
backed by Bloomberg Government to
encourage more qualified women to run for
office in the US; and Lean In Malaysia, which she
co-founded, a platform accelerating women into
leadership, recognized as the voice of credibility
for professional women issues in Muslim-
majority Malaysia. Sarah holds a Bachelor of
Laws, LL.B (Hons.) from King's College London.
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WOMEN ON THE RISE: 3 asia pe-v
THE NEXT WAVE _. - SINGA

Beneath the recent headlines of the
movement for gender equality, is the
true business case for investing in
women. From increased innovation and
improved returns, against the backdrop
of a changing landscape of wealth,
Sarah draws upon her work in venture
capital, and as Co-Founder of The
Billion Dollar Fund for Women, providing
unique insights into the largest
arbitrage opportunity of our lifetime.

POWER AND INFLUENCE:

WOMEN FUNDING WOMEN

In all spectrums of investment, women
are still underrepresented - only 12% of
VCs are women; and women and
people of color only manage 1.3% of US
financial assets. Meanwhile, research
shows that women institutional money
managers bring valuable perspective
to investment decision-making. What
does it take to change the game and
why are institutions and larger brands
now paying attention?

CORPORATE VENTURE CAPITAL:

REAL DEAL OR LIP SERVICE?

The role of corporate investors, from
private and government conglomer-
ates, and regional players, has
changed significantly. From private
equity beneficiaries in their infancy, to
strong partners in co-investments and
exits, these companies have growninto | ...
leading enterprises. Now, many have | .
created dedicated investment plat- :
forms and sector-focused funds to
leverage their industry expertise. How
will this trend impact the evolution of i !
Asia?

New York 2019: Gender Lens Investing
Sarah named World
Affairs Council America 2020 Opening Keynote:
Credit Suisse Global Financial Forum 2020:
Moderator DealStreet Asia PEVC Summit:
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RPtKFTf2UL8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yPPCMButGCU&t=2s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N_7SDbRRx7k
https://youtu.be/8jnq-rzc6ZE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tVy21TMo6_4&t=20s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tVy21TMo6_4&t=20s
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Chen: Looking back, I realize how conservative many of our decisions

Tl 1 i W - . o
Cofounder, The Billion Dollar Fund for Women  ere, The nuances of decision-making as a young executive in a
conservative Asian conglomerate is certainly difficult, and I take a self-

critical view of this.
DER SPIEGEL: Why do you think that was?

Chen: Because it's simply not the norm to experience women in
management positions. I was mostly the minority in every meeting:
young, female and a non-Muslim in a Muslim-majority country like
Malaysia. There are sectors, such as consumer goods, where women
are seen more commonly in leading positions. But in the tech scene I
work in, we're simply not the norm. It's the classic chicken-and-egg
problem: We need more women leaders to show more women they can
lead, and we need to show more women they can lead to get more
women leaders. And every company always needs a courageous

person to start with it.

DER SPIEGEL: Is it enough to support only women?

Sarah Chen is an investor and cofounder of The Billion Dollar Fund for Women, which ultimately

aims to mobilize $1 billion dollars in funding into companies founded by women entrepreneurs.

Its primary goal is to tackle the gender funding gap female founders face. By 2020, it hopes to have
invested $1 billion in startups driven by women. So far, it has secured pledges of over $750 million
from global investors including Gobi Partners, Golden Gate Ventures, Rethink Impact,

Learn More

Springboard Growth Capital, Backstage Capital and Different Funds.

Funding the Female Economy: New campaign aims to
close gender investment gap
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FEMALE-LED STARTUPS HIT BY PANDEMIC
PITCHEGOK:2020 SEES 3% DECLINE IN VC FUNDRAISING TOWARDS FEMALE-LED STAR. 7
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SPIEGEL International

Womenn Startups
'The Most Successful Teams Are Diverse
Teams'

The startup world is known for being dominated by men. With The Billion Dollar Fund for
Women, entrepreneur and investor Sarah Chen wants to change this by channeling $1

billion towards women-led and gender-diverse projects.

Von Simone Salden
4.01.2019, 18,03 Uh
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https://www.spiegel.de/international/business/interview-with-sarah-chen-of-billion-dollar-fund-for-women-a-1246460.html
https://www.dealstreetasia.com/stories/women-vc-2018-115191/?fbclid=IwAR0ZOqjxSYllSzzFASvxhQQsQqNXwaM9-7Z-elySkQAfZgoRTngTXSZvgGs
https://news.cgtn.com/news/3149444e78494464776c6d636a4e6e62684a4856/share_p.html
https://firstclasse.com.my/sarah-chen-lean-in-asia-women-circle-women-empowerment/
https://www.chinapress.com.my/?p=1483360
https://www.standard.co.uk/comment/comment/women-are-taking-the-reins-and-shaping-the-future-of-business-a3979086.html
https://www.barrons.com/articles/the-billion-dollar-fund-for-women-hits-us-500-million-mark-1541456783
https://www.theedgemarkets.com/article/investing-female-founders
https://venturecapital.cmail19.com/t/ViewEmail/d/3E1D1B295E453F472540EF23F30FEDED/3F1D84A055277BEEC35B3650D253B2D9
https://www.crowdfundinsider.com/2018/11/140948-the-billion-dollar-fund-for-women-quickly-secures-500m-in-pledges/
https://www.menabytes.com/tbdf-mena/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/pamelaambler/2019/04/01/forbes-30-under-30-asia-2019-the-future-of-finance-is-more-female/?sh=7190b47b2b54
https://www.forbes.com/sites/elizahaverstock/2020/12/08/covid-economy-hits-women-harder-in-yet-another-area-venture-capital-funding/?sh=2d9097544549
http://www.montrealintechnology.com/investors-unite-to-narrow-gender-funding-imbalance/
https://cheddar.com/media/decline-in-vc-financing-for-female-led-startups-compared-to
https://scsarahchen.com/
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“Sarah Chen is such a dynamic, engaging
speaker and she was the perfect opener for our
stage at the April 2019 4GameChangers in
Vienna, Austria. She truly has a strong presence,
and her material truly resonated with our
audience of senior technology leaders,
entrepreneurs and investors, many of whom told
us how inspired they were by her message on
investing in women as a business strategy. In
her lively, energizing session, Sarah provided
clear tips - and most importantly, actionable
suggestions - dreaming big, but starting small.
Further, with her media background, she was a
naturally enthusiastic guest on our talk shows
and post-event interviews, ultimately scoring our
event a full spread on Forbes - which gave us
additional exposure!”

“Sarah is one-of-a-kind: her work in venture and
women in leadership, her depth of knowledge in
her areas of expertise, and ability to present an
argument to a large international audience and
immediately win them over, truly impressed us at
the Goethe-Institut. Beyond being an excellent
speaker, she was also an engaging facilitator at
our Kultursymposium, a gathering of over 500
thought leaders from the world of science,
culture, politics, economics and journalism. She
has character, wit and presence - and is the
speaker you'd want at your event.”
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